For immediate release November 19, 2003

CORA CLUETT



Scavenger’s Daughter, New Paintings
November 29 – December 20, 2003 

Opening: Saturday November 29, 2-5pm 
We are pleased to announce a solo exhibition of new paintings by Cora Cluett.

Cluett recently returned to Canada after living and working in Scotland for a several years and has now taken up a teaching position at the University of Waterloo.  Cluett was invited to be artist in residence this past summer at the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia where she completed a new body of paintings.  As part of the residency the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia mounted a solo exhibition, Scavenger’s Daughter, for which a full colour brochure is available.

Cluett layers oil glazes on her canvas intermittently marking the surface in a grid pattern allowing the under painting to show through the glassy surface.   

Art Gallery of Nova Scotia’s curator, Ray Cronin, in his essay writes: “Cluett’s works are fluid constructs – the results of a series of pours.  Her paintings are made up of multiple glazes, punctuated by the grid as islands dot a lake.  Cluett’s painting style is rooted in her training as a photographer.  The pouring of glazes, the manipulation of the flat surface to distribute the paint, the prodding and poking of the surface as it skins over, all mimic the physical processes she once used for photographic work. Her first paintings, completed while a graduate student at the University of Guelph, were also about surface, though less about colour.  In these works Cluett built up skins that she stamped into, creating text-like patterns that referenced the e-mail texts of emotions.  Kisses, winks and smiles, the emotional short-hand of a busy business day.  The texts have become the grids in the new work, the layers are fewer and more translucent.  In this later work the focus shifts from being on the surface to one aiming through the surface.  In these paintings the artist eschews text and expresses a yearning for light.” 

Other Exhibition News – November

Sara Hartland-Rowe – Is one of twelve Canadian and Dutch artists in a group exhibition, InkLinations, curated by Corinna Ghaznavi, York Quay Gallery, Toronto, Ontario, November 8 – December 31.

Kelly Mark – Is part of VIDÉO HÉRO[E]S, at Saidye Bronfman Center for the Arts. Montreal, Quebec, November 20 – January 11, 2004.  This exhibition will be travelling to Cambridge Galleries in the spring of 2004.  Mark is also one of six artists exhibiting in Container at Real Art Ways. Hartford, Connecticut until January 11, 2004.

Brent Roe - Plug In ICA, Winnipeg Manitoba, presents Who Means What, a survey exhibition of Roe’s paintings, curated by John Armstrong and organized and circulated by Agnes Etherington Art Centre, Queen's University.  The exhibition continue until December 20, 2003

Carol Wainio – A solo exhibition of new paintings, Book of Hours and Other Paintings, was presented at the Anna Leonowens Gallery, Halifax, Nova Scotia, October 7 – 18.

